WEST COAST PINOT’S

WILLAMETTE VALLEY

The Willamette Valley, at the same latitude as Burgundy, combines a cool climate, diverse soils, and a long
growing season, ideal for Pinot Noir and cool-climate whites like Pinot Gris. Pioneering winemakers proved
its potential in the 1960s, and after Oregon Pinot Noir gained acclaim in a 1979 Paris tasting, the Valley
became internationally recognized for elegant, terroir-driven wines.

MAISON NOIR PINOT GRIS, 2023

¢ Region: Willamette Valley, Oregon

e Winery: Founded in 2007 by sommelier André Hueston Mack, Maison Noir Wines blends classical
winemaking with a fresh, modern aesthetic, creating approachable and expressive wines.

e Varietals: 100% Pinot Cris

¢ Wine Maker Notes: The 2023 vintage was marked by a mild spring and a warm, dry summer, followed
by cool evenings in the fall that preserved acidity. This balance produced Pinot Gris with ripe fruit,
crisp freshness, and an elegant finish.

e Aging Process: Aged in stainless steel to preserve freshness. Best enjoyed young for its crisp fruit and
lively acidity.

¢ Pairings: Fresh salads, shellfish, grilled vegetables, or goat cheese.

CARNEROS

Carneros, spanning the southern edges of Napa and Sonoma, is cooled by fog and breezes from San
Pablo Bay. Its long, gentle growing season is ideal for Pinot Noir, producing wines with vibrant fruit,
fresh acidity, and silky texture. Since the 1970s, Carneros has been celebrated for elegant, food-friendly
wines shaped by coastal influence.

ACACIA VINEYARDS PINOT NOIR, 2021

e Region: Carneros (Napa & Sonoma counties), California

e Winery: Established in 1979, Acacia Vineyards was one of the pioneering wineries to focus on Pinot Noir in
Carneros.

e Varietals: 100% Pinot Noir

¢« Wine Maker Notes: The 2021 vintage captures the balance Carneros is known for — ripe cherries,
raspberries, and a touch of plum, with hints of vanilla, cinnamon, and soft spice. Bright acidity and refined
oak (barrel-aged) support the fruit without overwhelming it, leading to a graceful, approachable finish
with subtle tannins.

¢ Aging Process: 10 months in French oak. It will drink beautifully now and over the next 6 years, offering
plush fruit and soft tannins.

¢ Pairings: Roast duck, grilled salmon, or earthy mushroom dishes.



SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

Santa Barbara County is unique for its east-west valleys, which funnel cool Pacific fog and breezes inland.
This rare geography creates one of California’s most distinctive cool-climate regions, where Pinot Noir
develops bright fruit, vibrant acidity, and depth. After gaining fame in the 1980s and later a boost from the
film Sideways, Santa Barbara became a world-class Pinot Noir destination.

AU BON CLIMAT PINOT NOIR, 2023

¢ Region: Santa Barbara County, California

e Winery: Founded in 1982 by visionary winemaker Jim Clendenen, Au Bon Climat (“a well-exposed
vineyard") is internationally acclaimed for producing Burgundian-style wines that combine Old World
elegance with New World purity.

¢ Varietals: 100% Pinot Noir

¢ Wine Maker Notes: The 2023 vintage combined warm summer days with persistent coastal influence,
allowing full ripeness while preserving freshness. This Pinot Noir shows red cherry, cranberry, and
pomegranate, lifted by floral notes and framed with subtle spice and earth.

¢ Aging Process: 12 months in French oak, this wine is elegant and expressive now, yet structured
enough to cellar for up to 10 years, unfolding layers of silkiness, spice, and depth with time.

e Pairings: Roast chicken, grilled salmon, wild mushroom pasta, or soft-ripened cheeses.

SONOMA COAST

The Sonoma Coast AVA stretches along California’s rugged Pacific shoreline, where cool fog and ocean
breezes balance the coastal sun. Pinot Noir thrives in these wind-swept vineyards, producing wines
with bright fruit, lively acidity, and earthy spice. Only limited acreage is planted, making Sonoma Coast
wines distinctive and sought-after.

CROSSBARN PINOT NOIR, 2021

¢ Region: Sonoma Coast, California

o Winery: Founded by acclaimed winemaker Paul Hobbs, Crossbarn honors his family's farming heritage
with site-driven wines that are both approachable and expressive.

e Varietals: 100% Pinot Noir

o Wine Maker Notes: The 2021 vintage offered a mild spring and steady summer, with cool, foggy nights
that preserved acidity and allowed even ripening. This Pinot Noir shows vibrant red cherry, cranberry,
and rose petal, with subtle undertones of forest floor and spice.

e Aging Process: 9 months in French oak, this Pinot Noir combines ripe fruit with coastal freshness.
Delicious upon release, or cellar for up to 8 years, developing richer texture and savory notes.

e Pairings: Herb-roasted chicken, cedar-plank salmon, mushroom ravioli, or creamy Brie.



